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The reader is requeſted to excuſe an correct the following 
Errata, occaiioned by theaAwthor's reliding at 4 diflance from 


the oref3. | , 

Page 4, line 3, for te confo/r 3th, read ti conf ole nurſelves 
quite. P. 12e 29, dele he. P. 19, line 18, for /upply, 
read /uppiies” P. aq, line 8, for manufatories, read mane 
futures, P. 31, Be 18, fore, read 071 P. 37, line 10, 
for intereſt, read im. 1bid, line 18, tor our, read ber. 
P. 39, line 6, for tbat, read tine. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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& H FE moſt material of the facts ſtated 

in this pamphlet, were collected 
by the author during his reſidence m the 
Weſt-Indies, previous to the beginning of 
the late war. His ſituation there, afforded 
him means of information, not always 
attainable; and he endeavoured to avai! 
himſelf of it, for a purpoſe very different 
from that of a haſty and temporary publi- 
cation. Some late meaſures of government, 
particularly the proclamation of the twenty 
ſixth of December laſt, renewing among 
other regulations, the reſtrictive procta- 
mation of the ſecond of July preceding, in- 
duced him, in judging of its propriety, te 
recur to the materials in his poſſeſſion 
and conceiving that a clear and accurate 
knowledge of every part of our antient 
commercial ſyſtem with America, is at this 


„ 


time eſſentially neceſſary, he ventures in this 
manner to ſubmit his thoughts vn a very 
important branch of it, to-tne dom of 
our miniſters, and the judgement of an 
enhghtcned publick Uncouncecd with 
party, he writes with the freedom of hiſ- 
tory: he truſts with impartiality : he 
hopes without offence. And although he 


has not the folly to ſuppoſe that the name 


of an undiſtinguiſhed individual like him- 
ſelf, can add weight to his opinions; yet as 
he finds it neceſſary to animadvert. on the 
writings of others who have avowed them- 
ſelves to the world, he has thought it his 
duty, as an honeſt man, to give his name 
alſo to the publick. 

Eo | B. EDWARDS. 


Wellbury--Hogſe, Hanes, 
och February, 1784. 
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HERE is this eſſential difference attend- 
. ing the conduct and determinations of 
private perſons, and of perſons in power: the 
miſtakes of the former, however groſs and dan- 
gerous, ſeldom ſpread their conſequences beyond 
the individual himſelf, and the ſmall circle to 
which he belongs; whereas thoſe of the latter 
are often co-extenſive with the intereſts of a 
whole people.—A ſingle error in the councils 
of a-publick miniſter may. involve in it the fate 
of nations, and the welfare of poſterity. We 
have all been melancholy witneſſes to the truth 
of this remark ; and, can bear teſtimony, from 
our own remembrance, of the fatal effects that 
one eminent miſtake in the conduct of a great 


and able ſtateſman has produced: the revolt of 
B three 


- 


1 


three millions of our fellow ſubjects: The 
diſmemberment of the empire, and a combina- 
tion of impending dangers, from which death 
ſeems our only refuge. 

It is not wonderful, therefore, that our late admi- 
niſtration with ſuch an example before them, at 
once a leſſon and a terror to the world, ſhould, 
in a caſe ſo unprecedented as the ſettling a com- 
mercial intercourſe with our late fellow- ſubjects, 
now z great and independent nation, have diſ- 
played unuſual timidity and caution, That 
their intentions were good, I have not a doubt; 
but I think it may be queſtioned whether the 
dread of doing too much, has not had too 
powerful an influence on their councils; for in 


deiperate caſes temporizing expedients are not 


always the ſafeſt line of conduct, To me, in- 
deed, the governing principle of what ought to 
be the conduct of Great Britain, on the preſent 
occaſion, appears ſufficiently obvious. The baſis 
of every permanent commercial alliance between 
diſtant nations is mutual advantage, founded in 
mutual confidence, Surely then it is our intereſt 


and our duty to endeavour, by ſoftening ani- 


moſity, to reſtore that confidence which we have 
unhappily loſt. Although we cannot retrieve 


ALL the great benefits which we have wantonly 


and fooliſhly thrown from us, let us not, in the 
peeviſhnels of diſappointed ambition neglect the 
recovery of ſuch as are ſtill within our reach. 
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paſſion and prejudice will at length happily 
ſubſide, and then, and not till then, will inteteſt 
have its natural bias on the mind of America. 
Trade will no doubt, in ſuch caſe, revert in a is 
* great degree to its antient channels; and that 
1, feparation which has rudely torn from the robe l 
% of Majeſty one of its brighteſt ornaments, may 
= not ultimately prove ſo eſſentially fatal as is now 
C. apprehended. Thus( allied to us, as they 
1 5 ſtill are, by the deareſt ties of conſanguinity—) 
7 let us hope that the Americans will yet prove ? 
1 themſelves, as they have hitherto proved, our 
$ beſt friends and cuſtomers in peace, and in war 
bh cur firmeſt allies. The propriety of this doc- 
= trine, I preſume to think, is not leſs juſtified by 
= the precepts of chriſtianity, than by the maxims 
0 of ſound policy and commercial experience. 
2 ; But we are now aſſured by men of high rank 
* . and great authority, that ſuch generoſity is not 
A only unneceſſary bur dangerous for that, in 
11 T ſpite of American reſentment and independency, - 
& | this kingdom muſt neceſſarily poſſeſs as much 
f | of their commerce as we with to retain “. If | 1 
e this be indeed the cale, what a dreadful monu- 1.4 
'c i * See the debates in Parliament, March 7, 1783. See | 
y 8 alſo © Obſervations on the Commerce of the American 
IC States? by Lord Sheffield. The aim of his lordſhip's pam- 
* I phlet throughout is to ſupport this doctrine. 5 
1. 4 | ment 
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on the part of Great Britain, was conceived in 
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ment of human infirmity does Great Britain ex- 
hibit to the world ! And what have we to con- 
ſole with, for the millions we have expended, 
and the blood we have ſpilt? we have diſmem- 
bered the nobleſt empire in the univerſe ;—and 
for what? To make aſſurance ſure Ito poſſeſs 
ourſelves. of an vbj-& already our own, and of 
which nothing it ſeems could have deprived us ! 

I have indeed ever thought and ſaid, and ever 
ſhall think and lay, that the war with America 


wickedneſs, and continued thro? inſanity; but I 
had hopes, after the diſcipline we have under- 
gone, that at length we were nearly cured of 
our delirium; for we have been bliſtered and 


| blooded, pumped, purged, and chained to the 


earth, Neverthelels there are, I am ſorry to 
find, a conſiderable party in the nation, who 
appear to me to be ſtill labouring under ſome 
unlucky aſcendant ; for they tell us, that the only 
method which now remains of improving and 
extending a commercial intercourſe with our late 
brethren, is to treat them in all reſpects as a 
foreign people: to ſhut our ports againſt them, 
as aliens and ſtrangers: to make them ſenſible, 
that having renounced the duties, they have 
renounced allo the privileges of Britiſh ſubjects, 
The Americans, we are gravely aſſured, will 
be far from taking ſuch conduct amiſs: nay, 
they will even applaud us for it, and conſider 


It 


1 


it as a convincing proof of our liberality and 
friendſhip towards them F. 

Fortunately among each of the great parties 
that are now contending, ſome for the preſer- 
vation, and others for the attainment of power; 
there are a ſew who argue more conſiſtently on 
the ſubject. Mr. Burke, with his uſual compre- 
henſive diſcernment, has expreſſed a generous 
indignation againſt all prohibitory ſyſtems; and 
the accompliſhed miniſter 4 in the direction of 
our finances, brought into parliament || a provi- 
ſional bill for the re- eſtabliſnment of a commer- 
Cial intercourſe between this kingdom and Ame- 
rica, founded on very beneficial and enlarged 
principles; and which, had it paſſed into a law, 
would, I am perſuaded, have tended in its 
conſequences, not to the injury of our trade and 
navigation, as was apprehended, but, in a very 
eminent degree, to the ſupport and encourage- 
ment of both. | 

A change of adminiltration taking place ſoon 
afterwards, this bill was rejeAted. Nevertheleſs, 
J will not preſume haſtily to condemn the mea- 
ſure which was adopted in the place of it. I 
allude to the act which empowers his Majeſty 
in council to regulate the trade with America in 
ſuch manner as ſhall be thought moſt expedient 


+ Lord Shefhield's obſervations, p. 2. 
Mr. Pitt. | 


March, 1783. 


. 


and 


k 
and ſalutary. It ſeemed not unreaſonable, it muſt 
be owned, that ſome engagement ſhould be 
required on the part of America, in return for 
certain indulgencies, which ſhe will probably 
expect from Great Britain; and I take for 
| granted, that conſiderations of this nature indu- 
ced parliament to veſt a diſcretionary authority 
BY in the privy council; but notwithſtanding this 
diſplay oi prudence (perhaps of wildom) it does 
not appear that the authority thus intruſted to 
adminiſtration has been productive of any of 
thole beneficial effects which were expected from 
the exerciſe of it. One of its firſt fruits was 
the proclamation of the ſecond of July ; a mea- 
fure which I venture to pronounce (if it be 
meant as a permanent regulation) was founded 
on the groſſeſt miſinformation, and is fraught 
with the molt ſerious conſequences :—of the 
danger of which, however, I firmly believe its 
adviſers had not, nor yet have an adequate con- - 
ception *. 
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* The proclamation was renewed 26th of December, 
1783; yet few men are better acquainted with the true in- 
tereſts of the Weſl-India Iſlands, the importance of their 
trade, and their dependance on external ſypport, than the 
Right Honourable Gentleman 5 (at that time ſecretary of 
ſtate) who ſupported the act in the liouſe of Commons on 
which this proclamation is tounded, I ſay this from no 
| other 
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If there ever was one particular ſyſtem of 
commerce in the world, that called leſs for 
reſtraint and limitation than any other, it was 
doubtleſs the intercourſe and reciprocal ex- 

| change 


other motive than the love of truth ; for Jam wholly un- 
known to the Right Honourable Gentleman; but I have 
frequently, from the gallery of that houſe, heard him dit- 


play ſo rich a fund of corre& and moſt valuable information 


on thoſe ſubjects, (as he did particularly on an application 
of the ſugar refiners in February, 1781, for a reduction of 
the duties on foreign ſugar,) as convinces me that on the 
preſent occaſion (if indeed he adviſed the proclamation) he 
has ſuffered his own moſt excellent judgement to be biaſſed 
by that of leſs enlightened or intereſted men. As the rea- 
der may wiſh to refer to the proclamation at large, it is 
hereunto added. | 


At the Court at St. Jamts's, the 2d. of July, 1783, 
JJ ᷓ f ED a 
The KING's Moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council. 


WHEREAS by an AR of Parliament paſſed this 
ſeſſion, intituled, ** An act for preventing certain inſtru- 
© ments from being required from ſhips belonging to the 
«© United States of America, and to give to bis Majeſiy, 
for a limited time, certain powers for the better carry- 
« ing on trade and commerce between the ſubjects of his 
«© Majeſty's dominions and the inhabitants of the faid 
* United States,” it is amongſt other things enadted, that 
during the continuance of the ſaid act, it (hal! and may be 
lawful for his Majeſty in Council, by order or orders to be 
iſlued and publiſhed from time to time, to give ſuch ditec- 

tions 


1 
(| 
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change of commodities, which ſubſilted between 

our ſubjects in the Weſt-India Iſlands, and 

thoſe of the now United States of North Ame- 

rica. It was not a traffick calculated to ſupply 
the 


tions and to make ſuch regulations with reſpect to duties, 
drawbacks or otherwiſe, for carrying on the trade and 
commerce between the people and terricories belonging to 
the Crown of Great Britain, and the people and territories 
of the ſaid United States, as to his Majeſty in Council 
ſhall appear moſt expedient and ſalutary, any law, uſage, 
or cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding ; his Majeſty 
doth therefore, by and with the advice of his privy coun- 
cil, hereby order and direct, that pitch, tar, turpentine, 
hemp, and flax, maſts, yards, and bowſprits, ſtaves, head- 
ing, boards, timber, ſhingles, and all other ſpecies of 
lumber ; horſes, neat cattle, ſheep, hogs, poultry, and all 
other ſpecies of live ſtock and live proviſions ; peas, beans, 
potatoes, wheat, flour, bread, biſcuit, rice, oats, barley, 
and all other ſpecies of grain, being the growth or produc- 
tion of any of the United Srates of America, may (until 
further order) be imported by Britiſh ſubjeRs in Britiſh- 
built ſhips, owned by his Majeſty's ſubjects, and navigated 
according to law, from any port of the United States of 
America, to any of his Majgſty's Weſt-Indiz Iſlands ; and 
that rum, ſugar, molaſſes, coffee, cocoa nuts, ginger, and 
pimento, may, unt1! further order, be exported by Britiſh 
ſubjects in Britiſh-built ſhips, owned by his Majeſly's ſub- 
jects, and navigated according to law, from any of his 
Majeſty's Weſt-India Iſlands, to any port or place within 
the ſaid United States, upon payment of the ſame duties 


on exportation, and ſubject to the like rules, regulations, 


ſecurities and reſtrictions, as the ſame articles by law are 
or may be ſubject and liable to, it exported to any Britiſh 
colony 


3 


9 
the fantaſtick calls of vanity, or to adminiſter 
gratification to luxury or to vice, Its firſt object 
was to obtain food for the hungry: to purchaſe 
common ſuſtenance for thouſands in thoſe iſlands 
who muſt otherwiſe have unavoidably ſuffered 
the miſeries of famine. And the ſecond great 
aim of the planters was, to procure materials for 
the ſupply of two capital objects; their build. 


Þ.ings, and packages for conveying their ſtaples to 


Great Britain, from whence alone they are ſupplied 
with raiment and other manufactures to an 1m- 
menſe amount, for the comfort of life and the 
ſupport and maintenance of their plantations, 
Of the neceſſity of obtaining materials for the 
package of their principal commodities, ſugar and 
rum, an idea may be formed from this,—that the 
quantity of thoſe articles annually ſhipped to 


colony or plantation in America: — and the Right Ho. 
nourable the Lords Committioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, 
and the Lords Commillioners of the Admiralty, are to give 


the neceſſary directions herein, as to them may refpeCtively 


appertain, | 
Steph. Cottrell.” 


The a on which this proclamation was founded, expiring | 
the zoth of December, 1783, it has been renewed this pre- 
ſent Seflion, and declared to be in force until the 2oth of 
April, 1784. The reader will obſerve, that thoſe important 
articles beef and pork, ſalted fiſh, lamp oil, &c. are prohi- 
bited altogether from the United States, even in Britiſh ſhips, 
navigated according to law. 0 
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Great Britain, exceeds in value the ſum of three 
millions of pounds ſterling, and without the means 
of conveying the ſame to the Britiſh market, the 
whole. of its immenſe cultivation mult ſtop ;— 
for who WI raile, at a great expence, commodi- 
ties which e can neither conſume himſelf, nor 
ſell to others ? . | 

Such being in part the nature, and indeed the 


abſolute neceſſity of the trade in queſtion, it ſeems 


beyond the ſtretch of human ingenuity to deviſe a 
ſolid reaſon why the circumſtance of American 
independency ſhould induce Great Britain to ob- 
ject (if America does not) o the continuation of 
ſo beneficial an intercourte :—beneficial in the 
higheſt degree to Great Britain herſelf; not to her 
ſugar plantations only :—yet the proclamation 
before mentioned, by interdicting American ſhips 
from a participation therein, 1s, according to my 
conception of it, tantamount to, and in effect an 
ablolute prohibitioa of the trade altogether, Nor 
is this opinion ſingle and unlupported : the inha- 
bitants of all the Britiſh Weſt Indies conſidered 
the proclamation in the ſame light; for it no looner 
reached them, than American tupplies roſe imme- 

diately, in conſequence of it, three hundred per 
cent. in price. 

It were eaſy to an the impoſſibility of 
Britiſn ſhips ſupplying excluſively the lugar iſlands 
with American cargoes, except on terms abſo- 
lutely ruinous either to the merchant who carries 


On 
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on the trade, or to the planter. To thoſe who 
are acquainted with the nature and comparative 
cheapneſs of American navigation, proof, of this 


is unneceſſary; and it is equiily unneceſſary to 


thoſe who are not : for in my opinion, the United 
States will cut the matter ſhore by a reciprocal 


feftriftion towards Britiſh veſiels, That they 


certainly «w7/l/ come to this determination, however, 
I do not affirm; I only ſay they may: and 1 
think it more than probable, as ſoon as their pre- 
ſent internal diſquietudes ate fſutficiently allayed 
to permit them to attend to fore:igi: commerce, 
that they will; and | form my opinion on the fol- 
lowing circumſtances : Firſt, becauſe they well 
know that Great Britain mull in time recede; for 
America has this advantage in the conteſt, that 
ſugar and rum, and coilec, and molaſſes, though 
very wholeſome things, are not, however, like 
American proviſions, ablolutely neceſſary to the 
preſervation of life, Secondly, becauſe if they 
are not permitted to purchale thoſe commodities 
from us, in their own way, they can get them 
elſewhere. The commerce of America, therefore, 


is beyond all equivalent more neceſſary to the 


Britiſh Weſt-India Iſlands, than that of the iflands 
to her. For theſe realons Great Britain, as Ame= 
rica well knows, muſt recede at /oſt. The miſ- 
fortune is, that our devoted planters may be fa- 
miſhed before the conteſt is ſettled, 


T hoſe 


r 


| 2 1 
* 4 2 2 


W 
— 
— ”= 
wo Wo * 
bom 


* 
- 
; th — — 8 
: F . fs LE — * 2 on "ICIS oy 
0 


1 

Thoſe who contend that the neceſſities of Ame- 
rica Mill oblige her to ſend her merchandize to 
the beſt market, through any channel, appear to 
me to judge ſomewhat haitily of human nature, 
They take for granted that intereſt has, in all caſes, 
an irrefiſtable influence on human action. I doubt 
this is not always a jult concluſion. The butk 
of mankind are, I believe, as commonly governed 


by aſſion. But though on the preſent occaſion, 


the paſſions and prejudices of America concur, 
according to my idea, with her real intereſt, ro in. 
duce her to reject the alternative offered by Great 
Britain, yet it may not be uſcleſs to enquire what 
other nations have done under a ſimilar predicament, 
and in caſes too where evidently it was not their 
intereſt to retaliate, An inſtance occurs in hiſtory 
too ſtriking to be overlooked, By a ſtatute of 
Queen Elizabeth, the importation was prohibited 
of cutlery from the Netherlands. This act was 
no ſooner promulgated, than the Princeſs of Parma 
inſtantly prohibited in return the trade for Engliſh 
woollens, amounting to the annual value of one 
million ſterling. This princeſs knew as well as 
Elizabeth, that by this prohibition ſhe eſſentially 
injured the trade of the people under her govern. 
ment; but ſhe gratified her revenge: and in truth 
the annals of all ages abundantly prove, that conſi- 
derations of intereſt, are frequently overpowered 
by motives of reſentment. | 


Surely 
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Surely the preſent ſubject is not properly un- 
derſtood in this kingdom, or the profitable exiſt- 
ence of the moſt valuable of our remaining plan- 
tations; — the welfare ef thouſands and thoulands 
of valuable ſubjects; I may add the manufac» 
tures and induſtry, in a great degree, of the na- 
tion, would not have been thus put in hazard. 
That the ſubject is not well underſtood, is evi- 
dent frgm the reatoning of many diftinguiſhed 
men, both in and out of parliament, who cannot 
be ſuppoſed to be actuated by intereſted or im- 
proper motives. Yet their arguments prove them 
to be "moſt ſtrangely milinformed in a matter of 
the higheſt importance, Among other politions, 
which have ſeemingly had an influence on the 
councils of government in this bulinels, it has 
been very confidently urged 

Firſt, That if the United States ſhall refuſe per- 
miſſion to Britiſh ſhips to carry on the trade between 
the Welt Indies and America excluſively, the plan- 
ters may obtain ſufficient ſupplies of proviſions and 
lumber from Canada and Nova Scotia, at leaſt 
with ſome aſſiſtance from Great Britain. 

Secondly, That Great Britain being entitled to 
the monoply of the produce of her own Weſt In- 


dia iſlands, it will be injurious to her intereſt, to 


permit a direct importation into the United 

States of any part thereof, in American veſſels. 
Thirdly, That if the Americans are allowed a 

free commercial intercourſe with this kingdom 


and 
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and its dependencies as formerly, they will ſoon 
ſubſtantially enjoy it, to the exciuſion of our own 
ſhipping, and the entire loſs of our carrying trade. 

Fourthly, That Ireland will have juſt reaſon to 
complain, if America 1s permitted to purchaſe 
ſugar and rum cheaper than herſelf. 

I ſhall conſider theſe politions ſeparately : but 
in this, as in all other. commercial diſquiſitions, 
it is the firſt duty of a writer 4% aſcertain fats. 
Declamation may miſlead and ſpeculative reaſon- 
ing perplex, but in matters of trade, the moſt 
plauſible theory, unleſs it be raiſed on the ſolid 
evidence of well authenticated facts, is built on 
ſtubble. | 

Lord Sheffield obſerves, and very truly, that 
the knowledge of the exports and imports of the 


American trade, will afford us facts and principles 


to aſcertain its value. I ſhall apply this obſerva- 
tion to the trade in queſtion, as it actually ſubſiſt- 
ed between our iſlands in the Weſt Indies and the 
now United States of America previous to the 
year 1774, in the latter end of which year, the 
non-importation agreement took place. I omir 


that year for obvious reaſons. If I miſtake not, 


the ſummary which I ſhall preſent to my readers 
will afford a full and ſufficient anſwer to more 
than one of the preceding objections. The reſt 
will give me very little trouble, 

I begin with the imports. It is indeed abun- 


dantly neceſſary that Great Britain ſhould be ac- 
5 quainted 
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quainted with their nature and value, for their 
importance extends not merely to the preſervation 
of fortune, but to the maintenance of life.—It 
was ſaid in parliament, that they amounted to 
about 200, oool. annually, but that neither the peo- 
ple nor parliament of England have at preſent any 
Juſt conception of their magnitude, may be ſeen 
from hence, that on an average of three years, 
previous to 1774, our ſeveral Weſt India iſlands 
received from America (I mean from thoſe pro- 
vinces which now conſtitute the United States; — 
the ſmall and caſual importations from Canada 
and Nova Scotia being unworthy particular diſcri— 
minationF) an annual ſupply of one hundred and 
twenty-five thouland barrels of flour, five thav- 
ſand tierces of biſcuit, fourteen thouſand tierces of 
rice, twelve thouſand five hundred barrels of pork 
and beef; three hundred and ſixty thouſand buſhels 
of Indian corn; befides beans and peale, oats, &c. 
but above all, as being of infinite importance to- 
wards the maintenance of the Negroes, was the 
article of ſalted fiſh, amounting to one hundred 
and fifty thouſand quintals, and thirty thouſand 
barrels *. Such were the proviſions, —not mat- 
ters of luxury, but plain and neceſſary food. Of 
lumber for building, ſuch as joiſts, boards, planks, 


Worth in America about 120, oool. ſterling—of the 
great importance of this particular ſupply I ſhall again have 
occaſion to ſpeak, 

+ From 5th July, 1782, to 5th July, cos only rave ſmall 
veſſels from Hallifax, and one from Quebeck, entered at King, 
flon, Jamaica, 


&c. 
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&c. (warth in the Weſt Indies before the war 
about gl. ſterling per thouſand) ; the quantity im- 
ported was twenty million one hundred and fifty 
thouſand feet, beſides twenty-one million of ſhingles 
for roofing; and of ſtaves for hogſheads and punch- 
eons, v.oith $1. ſterling per thouſand, or thereabouts, 
the iſlands received twenty-one million one hundred 
and fixty thouſend, excluſive of - ſeventeen thous 
fand ſhook hogſhe ads, and about a million and a 
half of wood hoops. To all which are to be ad- 
ded, frames for houles, ſpermaceti candies, iron, 
tar, turpentine and lamp oil; hories, oxen, ſheep 
and poultry ; the whole annual importation, [ 
venture to ſet, on the moſt moderate eſtimate, at 
the ſum of 750,c001. ſterling money of Great 


Britain! 
In payment of this immenſe ſupply, the Ame- 


ricans exported part of all the ſtaples of our iſlands; 
but principally rum. And it is a circumſtance 
ceſerving particular attention, that the rum of all 
var plantations (Jamaica and Grenada excepted) 
1s fit only for the American market, and would 
ſeldom prove a ſaving remittance if ſhipt to Great 
Britain. The quantity of this article fold annual- 
iv to America, on an averige as above, was threg 
million fix hundred thoutand gallons, amounting, 
at 18. 6d. ſterling per gallon, to 270,000 |. 


The near article of export, in point of value, 
was ſugar, of which the Americans purchaſed 


about 3000 hoglhcads ' 1500 tierces, and 4000 
barrels 
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barrels yearly, worth on the ſpot, about 123, oool. 
ſterling. It was chiefly the fineſt Muſcavado in- 
tended for the ſcale. 

With molaſſes the Americans were chiefly ſup- 
plied by the French, who being checked in their 
diſtilleries by the policy of their government, 
could afford to fell it much cheaper than the Bri» 
tiſh planters, yet in aſſorting their homeward car- 
goes, this commodity was not entirely overlooked. 
The quantity purchaſed by them in our iſlands 
annually, was ſtated to me at about 130, oco gal- 
lons, worth 50001. ſterling, but I ſuſpect it 1s 
greatly under-rated. 

Coffee conſtituted a very eſſential article of 
American conſumption. The demand for it in 
Jamaica for the American marker, was ſo great for 
ſome years previous to the commencement of the 
Jate war, as to occaſion an increaſe of cultivation 
in the mountainous parts of that iſland, (eſpecial- 
ly in the vicinity of Kingſton) fo rapid as to ex- 
cite aſtoniſhment. 

The quantity ſhipped to North America ſo long 
ago as 1767, (ſince which time J have no exact 
account) from the port of Kingſton, was 904 
caſks worth, I preſume, on an average, 201. 
each (currency. I have no doubt that this 
exportation was doubled, on an average of the 
ſix ſucceeding years; and allowing-the iſlands 
to the windward (particularly Dominica and 
Grenada and its dependencics) to have furniſhed 

D an 
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an equal quantity with Jamaica, the whole ſupply 
in ſterling money would not be ſhort of 50,000 1, 
This article too would have proved a loſing re- 
mittance if ſhipped to Great Britain. Our late mi- 
niſters however very wiſely and prudently reduced 
the duties on its importation. 

The Americans purchaſed likewiſe (chiefly in 
Jamaica) conſiderable quantities of cacao or cho- 
colate, and about 10,000 mahogany planks. Theſe 
articles were obtained principally from the Spa- 
niſh Main; and the Iſland of Cuba, in exchange 
for Britiſh manufactures ſent from Jamaica. This 
was a trade formerly of infinite importance to 
Great Britain. till the Britiſh miniſtry, in 1763, 
through a miſtaken policy, becoming cuſtom-houle 
officers for the King of Spain, gave it a wound 
which it has never thoroughly recovered. They 
purchaſed likewiſe, but to no great amount, pie- 
mento, ginger, colton-wool, fuſtick, logwood and 
lignum vitæ. For theſe various articles I reckon 
on a looſe eſtimate, 60,0001]. 

From this ſtate of their imports and exports, 
the ſum of 240, ooo l. ſterling appears to have 
been the balance in favour of America, and it 
was paid in caſh and bills of exchange. Part of 
which, as it is ſuppoſed, was afterwards laid out 
in the French iſlands, in the purchaſe of molaſſes 
and coffee; but much leſs 1 believe than is com- 
monly. imagined ; for the French planters had as 
great occaſion as our own for American lumber 


and 
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and necefſaries : and that thoſe articles were freely 


admitted into their ports, 1 have been myſelf an 
eye-witneſs: that they gladly received them too, 
inſtead of money, in payment of ſugar and other 
articles of their produce, which were aftcrwards 
conveyed (whether legally or not) into the ports 
& North America, there is no reaſon to doubt. 
It is therefore more than probable, that the whole, 
or the greateſt part of the balance due and receiv- 
ed from the planters in our own iſlands, was te: 


mitted by the Americans to Great Britain, in re- 


duction of their debts to the Britiſh merchants, 


And ſuch were once the happy effects of colonial 
navigation and commerce! Though ſpreading. 


through a variety of diſtant channels, their pro- 
fits all returned to, and ultimately concentred in, 
Great Britain, like rivers to the ocean, which, as 
philoſophers tell us, ſupply, by unobſerved oper- 
ations, and through a thouſand ſecret receſſes, 
the ſprings and fountains of the earth: but thele, 
after giving fertility and life to the remoteſt cor- 
ners of the globe, return back with collective and 


augmented force, and freighted with golden trea- 


ſures, to the boſom of their general parent. 

In the preceding enumeration of the exports 
from the Britiſh Weſt-Indies to North America, 
Jam not clear that my ſtatement contorms to 
official documents. The Cuſtom- Houſe books in 
the Welt-Indies, out of which thoſe documents 
are formed, afford no certainty of information ; 
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for many of the bays, creeks, and ſhipping places 


in the iſlands (particularly in Jamaica) being re- 
mote from the ports of entry, it was formerly 


uſuai with the maſters of American veſſels loading 


at ſuch places, in order to prevent delay, to make 
out their maiiteſts, and take out their clearances 


before they were fully laden, receiving afterwards 


on board, notwithſtanding the riſques they in- 
curred by the practice, much greater quantities 
of goods than they had reported. Governor Lyt- 
telton, in a repreſentation to the Lords of Trade, 
in 1764, now betore me, obſerves, that there was 
not at that time one half of the produce entered for 
exportation in the Cuſtom-Houſe books at Jamai- 
ca, which was actually ſhipped.—Perhaps, there- 
fore I may have over-rated the balance in favour 
of America. | 

Jam the more inclined to ſuſpect that govern- 
ment is not rightly informed in this particular of 
the exports, becauſe Lord Sheffield, who appears 
to have been refuſed no information that office can 
give, ſpeaks of them in general (the article of rum 
excepred) as inconſiderable and of little value.—- 
With reſpect, however, to the imports, it is im- 


poſſible but that the fulleſt and moft correct in- 


tormation has been obtained; and amongſt the nu- 
merous accounts collected by his lordſhip, it would 
have been a proof of his candour if he had ſtated 
alſo an account cf the imports in queſtion to che 


public, 
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public, and thereby have rendered this intruſion 
on their parience unneceſſary. 
In truth it is the knowledge of the magnitude 
of the imports from the United States (—ſeven 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds ſterling laid 
> out in ſuch cheap and bulky commodities as pro- 
| viſions and lumber !—) that chiefly demonſtrates 
the mockery of referring the diſappointed planter 
* to Canada and Nova Scotia. Even if nature had 


not, as unfortunately ſhe has, ſhut up the naviga- 


tion from the former of theſe provinces ſix months 
in the year, and devoted the latter to everlaſt- 


ing ſterility; there is this plain reaſon in the na- 


ture of things that forbids the planter to look to 
: thoſe countries for effectual relief.“ It is incon- 
* ſiſtent with the nature of commerce, to furniſh an 


adequate ſupply to ſo val}, and fo various a de- 


mand; coming immediately and unexpectedly. 
The demand and the ſupply muſt grow up to- 
gether, murually ſupporting, and ſupported by, 
© each other,” It will require a long ſcries of year: 
do bring them to a level . 

This principle applies tis in a great degree, as 
well to England, as to our few remaining pre- 
vioces in North America. I will ſuppoſe, how- 
ever, that Great Britain can actually furniſh the 
chief of thoſe articles which the planters for- 
merly obtained from the United ſtates, yet it muſt 


* See Mr. Walker's evidence before the Houſe of Commons 
on the Planter's petition in 1775, wherein this remark is ably 


4 illoſtramd, 
be 
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be remembered, that the price of them in Europe, 
from the advance of freigat only, will at leaſt be 
doubled, The freight of lumber, even from 
North America, a thort and ſafe paſſage, is a 


moiety of the firſt coſt of the goods. Neverthe- | 


les (as was well obſerved by a noble Earl in the 
Houſe of Lords) „mit is the readineſs and chrap- 
* neſs of the navigation that ſupports the inter. 


* courſe, From the vicinity of the American Þ 
% Continent and the Weſt India iſlands to each 
* other, the trade is carried on by ſmall floops | 
* and fchooners ; nay, even by half-decked boats, 


** with two and three men, and perhaps a boy on 


* 


* 


* pay the prime coſt of the whole veſſel 4.“ 
With the advance of freight on goods purchaſed 


in Europe, (to ſay nothing of the augmented coſt} 
of the goods themſelves) muſt be reckoned alfof 
the lo's which the planter will ſuſtain in the ſaleÞ 
of his produce, —I mean in the difference he will“ 
ex 2erience between the prices he uſually obtained 
from the American trader (who, dealing on barter 
«rd 10r a homeward freight, could afford to pay li- 


board of each z the value of one cargo, incon- | 
{© ſiderable as it is, being more than ſufficient to 


V 


Pc 


erally} and thoſe which he is like ly to obtain at a1 
glutted market, and ſubject to enormous duties in 
Great Britain. —Part of his ſtaple commodities too, 
as we have ſhewn, if he cannot ſell them to Ame- 


ü Lord Abiagden's Speech, July 15, 1783. 
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rica, muſt remain a dead loſs on his hands.—It is, 
| therefore, cruelty and inſult to tell him of ſupplies 
in Great Britain, if he has not wherewithal to pur- 


chaſe them. There may be corn in Egypt, but 
there is no money in the ſack's mouth. 

Under circumttances of loch accumulated qiſ- 
treſs, it is abſolutely impoſſible that nineteen out 
of twenty of the planters can ſubſiſt. If it be aſk» 
ed, How it came that they ſubſiſted during the war, 
when all immediate inlercourſe will the aſſociaied 
Provinces was cut off ? The aniwer is obvious. 
They obtained American ſupplics by means of the 
Prize-veſſels which were condemned and fold in 
their ports; and, if this reſource proved defi- 
cient, the advanced price of Weſt- India produce 
at the Britiſh market, enabled the planter to pur- 
chaſe ſuch articles in Great Britain, as Great Bri- 
tain could ſupply. The reſource and its alterna- 
tive no longer exiſt, And here it may not be im- 
proper to ſhew on what terms the planter was uſu- 
ally ſupplied at the Britiſh market with thoſe com- 


modities which he formerly obtained from North 


America. An inſtance or two will ſuffice. Among 
other neceſſaries, four, and packages for rum, con- 
ſtituted two important articles. Of the flour, a 
third, at leaſt, periſhed before it reached its place 


of deſtination; and with regard to puncheons for 
containing rum, it is to be obſerved, that pipe- 


ſtaves from the Baltick, though affording the ne- 


ceſſary material, arc not prepared for the uſe of the 
We it 
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Weſt Indies; being too long for a ſingle puncheon, 
and not long enough for two; neither are they 
properly manufactured in other reſpects. The 
planter was compelled, therefore, to purchaſe rea- 
dy made puncheons in Great Britain ; the average 
price of which, during the war, was about twenty 
ſhillings each“, to which add fix ſhillings for 
freight, inſurance, and charges, and the whole ex. 


pence on delivery in the Weſt Indies, excluſive of 


the iron-hoops ,was 26 8. ſterling. No the whole 
coſt in the Weſt Indies of the ſame article, pre- 
pared from American ſtaves, was uſually about 
118. only. — Some part of this expence, however, 
was repaid; but it is no exaggeration to aver, that 
in this inſtance alone, trifling as it may appear, 
by importing their rum- packages from Great Bri- 
tain inſtead of America, the iſlands ſuſtained a loſs 
of at leaſt go, ooo l. ſterling, per annum. From 
hence ſome judgment may be formed what little 
dependence, even the molt opulent of the Weſt 
India planters, can place on the Mother Country 
for the ſupply of neceſſaries. The reſource itſelf 
is ruinous in the extreme, 

The preceding obſervations have, I truſt, fully 
obviated the firſt objection above ſtated, and an- 
ticipated in ſome meaſure an anſwer to the ſecond. 


I moſt readily admit that. Great Britain is of right 


entitled to the monopoly of the produce of her 


The price is now 18 s. 
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Weſt-India poſſeſſions, as long as ſhe continues 
to them the monopoly of her market. This reci- 
procal obligation I conſider as founded on an im- 
plied convention, on the faith of which the ſugar 
iſlands were ſettled ; but I contend that a vent in 
America (though no longer a part of the Britiſh 
dominion) of thoſe articles of their produce, for 
which the demand in Great Britain ſeldom 
affords a ſaving price, may very reaſonably be 
requeſted, For not tending in the ſmalleſt degree 
to the prejudice of the mother country, it cannot 
ſurely be conſidered as a breach of that conven- 
tion which I have ſuppoſed to ſubſiſt between her 
and her children. It were indeed ſtrange policy 
in a parent ſtate to deprive her colonies of any re- 
ſource, the loſs of which, though an injury to 
them, 1s productive of no advantage to herſelf, 
nor can any contract warrant ſo extenſive an in- 
terpretation. Sugar, indigo, cotton-wool, dying- 


woods, &c. being raw materials, for which Great 


Britain affords a ſufficient demand, ſhe may per- 
hips properly enough confine to her own market; 
but all or moſt of the remaining Welt-India pro- 
ducts ought to lie under no ſuch reſtriction; and 
] thall offer ſome reaſons to prove, that the prin- 
cipal ſtaple, ſugar, ought to be allowed a free ex- 
port to America as heretofore, even in point of 

true policy on the part of Great Britain, 
It is inconteſtibly true, that if the Americans 
are not permitted to purchaſe this article from our 
F. own 


— 
nn 
own iſlands, they will obtain it from thoſe of 


France. We are told indeed by Lord Sheffield, 


that „neither Holland nor France will ſuffer the 
American States to carry fugar from their ports in 
the Weſt-Indies;“ but unleſs his lordſhip alludes 
to ſome recent regulation of thoie governments of 
Which I have not heard, he will find it difficult to 
reconciſe this aſſertion with that which immediately 
precedes it, in the ſame page and in the ſame pa- 
razraph of his book. © 7} he difference of price, 
ſays his lordſhip, berween French, Daniſh, and 
Dutch, and Britiſn Weſt-india ſugar, was fo great, 


that above two thirds of the ſugar imported into 


America came from the foreign iſlands,” This 1n- 
deed I believe, and whether ſuch ſugar was im— 
ported clandeſtinely from the foreign iflands, or 
otherwiſe, it is a circumſtance of which Great Bri- 
tain ought certainly to avail herielf, by encouraging 
as much as poſſible the Americans to deal with her 
own ſugar iſlands for this article among others, 
inſtead of laying out their money with the French, 
the Danes and the Dutch. It feems not to be 
ſufficiently underſtood, that every addition to the 
proſperity of our ſugar iſlands 1s abfolutely and 
entirely an augmentation of the national wealth. 
Envy perhaps may not be willing to allow this, 
and ignorance may not comprehend it; but ſuch 
is the fact. It is to Great Britain, and to Great 
Britain alone, that our Weſt-India planters conſi— 
der themſclves as belonging. It is here that their 

j chil- 
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children are educated; their wealth centers here, 
and it is lere that ther affections are fixed. Even 
ſuch of them as have refided in the Welt-Ingies 
from their birth, look on the iſtands as a tem— 
porary abode only, and the fond notion of being 
{con able to 20 home (as they emphatically term a 
viſit to England) year after year animates their in- 
duſtry and alleviates their misfortunes z of which 
by che bye, no people on earth have received 
a greater {hare trom the hand of omnipotence than 
themiclves. On what principle then of reaſon or 
juſtice, are we called upon to deprive theſe colo- 
nies, thus attached to us by every tie of intereſt 
and affection, of any one advantage in the diſpoſal 
of their produce, which 1s not immediately- preju- 
dicial to ourſelves? Are we by miſtaken prohibi- 
tions to compel cheir old cultomers the Americans, 
to deal with foreigners, whether they incline ſo to 
do or not ? hey different was the policy of our 
former ſyſtem; for why was a duty of five ſhillings. 
per cent. levied on ſugars of foreign growth, im- 
ported into North America, while that of our 
own iflands was admitted duty free? eviden!!y that 
the tax on foreign ſugars might operate a 
bounty on our own. This hy em it is true nas 
ceaſed with the allegiance of America: nevertheleſs, 
if the veſſels of the United States are frecly ad-t- 
ed into our Weſt- India ports, it is probable, in the 
aſſortment of their homeward freight, that ſug ar 
will till conſtitute ſame part of their cargoes. 14 
believe 


1 ©] 


believe in truth ſmall part. But whatever may 


be its amount, the value of it, if ſugar itſelf ' { 
prohibited, mult be paid in ready money, Which! 


will afterwards probably find its way to thole 


plantations where a wiſer policy prevails “. It 


tollows, therefore, and the fact undoubtedly is, 


that as we reſtrain our own tugar iſlands, we ſup. . 


port and encourage, in the ſame degree, thoſe of 
our rivals and enemies, the French. 


I am nor unappriſed of that narrow ſelfiſh argu- F 


ment, that the Britiſh revenue will be injured by 
the export of our ſugar to North America :—but 
judging of the future by the paſt, I maintain, that 


the plenty of ſugar at the Engliſh marker, as it has 


always kept, ſo it always will keep pace with the 


reduced price of neceſſaries in our ſugar planta- | 
tions, and the eaſe with which labour there, is up- 


held and promoted. It is not the ſale of an incon- 


ſiderable portion of their great ſtaple to the North | 
Americans, that ultimately leſſens its general ex- 


port to Great Britain. On the contrary, by a 


reduction in the planters annual expence,—an ad- 
vantage which he owes to an immediate, and there- | 


fore beneficial exchange of commodities (fugar 
among the reſt) with America, a deſire of improv- 
ing and extending his poſſeſſions, urges him to 
new undertakings ;—his ambition is awakened; 
— his faculties expand, and cultivation increalcs 


See the Second Addreſs in the Appendix, from the inha- 
bitants of Jamaica to Governor Campbell. 
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11 
with a rapidity unknown to the cautious inhabi— 
tant of the colder clime, and leſs vigorous ſoil of 
Furope. Thus it is, that the iflands will grate- 
fully repay the generous indulgence of their pa- 
rent. By permitting a direct exportation of {ugar 
to America, ſhe will toon find a proportionate 
encreaſe of the ſame ſtaple, at her own emporium); 
while the conſumption of her manufactories will 
enlarge with the augmentetion of her navigation 
and revenues, The improvements that were viſi— 
ble in the Iſland of Jamaica within the ſhort ſpace 
of lifteen years, previous to the late unfortunate 
war, eſtabliſh the truth of this reatonihg beyond 
all contradiction. They may be judged of from 
this, that in 1757 the import of- ſugar into the 
port of London, from that iſland, was 24,494 
hogſheads; in 1772, it had riſen to 45,889 hogſ- 
heads! Let us now no longer be told, that an 


exportation of that commodity to North America 


is prejudicial to the revenues of Great Britain! 

I come now to the loudeſt of all the objections 
that have yet been urged againſt the eſtabliſnment 
of a liberal intercourſe with the Americans; name- 
ly, the ſuppoſed danger of their engrofling the na- 
vigation and carrying-trade of this kingdom ; on 
which, however, it is ſufficient to obſerve, with 
reſpect to our ſugar colonies, that the argument 
whereon this objection is founded, (if I rightly 
comprehend its meaning,) takes for granted what 
yet remains to be proved; ſince it implies, that the 

| admiſſion 


: 
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1 
admiſſion of American veſſels into our Weſt India 
ports allows them allo à free trade from thence to 


Great Britain, But aſſuredly this does not neceſ- 


ſarily tollow. Whether it may be prudent in 
Great Britain to conſent to lo liberal an extenſion of 
her navigation Jaws, is a queſtion of general polt- 
ey, wherton it would be preſumptious in the Welt 
India planters to offer their opinion, Impteſſed 
with the dread of impending evils, they confine 
themleives to their own particular ſituation, re— 
queſting only, that America may be permitted, as 
formerly, to bring them food, and ſuch other ne- 
ceſſaries as Great Britain herſelf cannot furniſh» 


and to receive in payment ſuch of their ſtaples as 


Great Britain cannot conſume. They are :vki that 
« Canada and Nova Scotia ſhall ſaiisfy their 
wants.” We have demouſtrated the folly of this 
expectation, “ But Great Britain claims the mo- 
nopoly of their produce.” It has been ſhewn that 
ſhe will ſtill poſſeſs it to every beneficial purpolr. 
Obſtacles, however, multiply. The Americans 
will engioſs the carrying-trade, to the excluſion of 
our own ſhipping.” —T his objection, in truth, is 
exprgſſed in ſuch general terms, that I really be- 


lieve, many well meaning men, who have grown | 


hoarſe in repeating it, have no preciſe idea of its 
meaning to this hour. If the ſenſe of it be this, 
that American ſhips will ſupp'y furcion markets with 
Britiſh plantation ſugar, to the prejudice of the Br:- 
liſh refinery; the noble author of whom I have 
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ELD 
made frequent mention, and who has clearly given 
it this interpretation, has himſelf furniſhed an an- 
ſwer ; for he repeatedly affirms, that the French 
iſlands can ſupply, not only the American con- 
ſumption, but that of all Europe belides, on far 
cheaper terms than our own. Does the noble 
Lord ſuppoſe, that America will buy dearer, with 
a view to ſell cheaper, than the French? Their 
paſt conduct has afforded no proofs of ſuch egre>, 
gious folly. I muſt obſerve too, that our iſlands 
have already permiſſion (by 12 Geo. II.) to ſend 
ſugars to the ſouthward of Cape Finiſtere; yer, 
during a reſidence of 15 years in the Welt Indies, 
I'never heard but of two veſlels that tried the ex- 
periment, and the owners had no encouragement 


to repeat it. If the objection ſignifies, what I be- 
lieve it was meant to ſignify by ſome who urged it 
in the Houſe of Commons in the debate of Mr, 
= Pitt's proviſional bill; namely, That American 


' ſhips, having diſcharged their cargoes in our Weſt 


India iſlands, will enter into a Competition with Brie 
 tiſh veſſels leading there, for freights to Great Bri- 
tain; it is, I confeis, a matter deſerving conſt- 
deration; but Great Britain ſurely may adminiſter 


a preventive leſs dangerous in its effects than the 
project of ſtarving her ſugar colonies, by interdic- 
ting all intercourſe whatever between them and the 
United States. The diſeaſe, in this cale, is, in- 
deed, by far the leſſer evil. 

I hope 


„ 1 

hope that no apology to Lord Sheffield will be 
thought neceſſary for the freedom I have taken 
with his opinions. I mean no perſonal offence; 
tor I have heard, and believe, that he is a man of 
Srcat liherality and humanity; but, drawing his 
concluſions, as he confeſſes to have done, chiefly 
from oral teſtimony, I am inclined to think, that 
great part of the information given to his lordſhip, 
was not given in the ſpirit of truth; but, in that 


or ſclfiſhneſs and malignity. His lordſhip, having 4 F 
ſubmitted his opinions to the public, avowedly for | © 
the purpoſe of influencing public meaſures, they | 


are fairly an object of public inveſtigation, 


One objection ſtill remains to be conſidered. It 
is that which reſpects Ireland. It ſhall quickly be | 
diſpatched; for it is without even a ſhadow of | 
foundation. Ireland has already received, as mat- 
ter of right, all the freedom of trade which ſhe |: 


claimed, or can realonably. defire, and ſhe nobly 
earned it, —Happy, it ſhe knows her own happi- 
nefs! Among other privileges, ſhe poſſeſſes that of 


a direct intercourſe with our Weſt India iſlands, It N 


is true, ſhe has charged the conſumption of Weſt- 
India produce with duties proportionate to thoſe 
which are laid by Great-Britain; and ſhe has adopt- 
ed our navigation act, in prohibiting the introdue- 
tion thereof from toreign plantations in foreign bot- 
toms. This ſhe did at the reaſonable requeſt of this 
kingdom; for it was obvious, that a ſyſtem of ſmug- 
eling ſugar and rum from thence hither, would 
IE : other- 


1 1 


| ' otherwiſe have been introduced that muſt have prov- 


ed fatal to our revenues: but the duties which Ire- 


, 5 land has thus eſtabliſhed, ſhe retains in her o.] n 
1 hands. 
| 1 and if by means of theſe, the people of Ircland are 
relieved of other taxes, how are they injured, and 
” what have they to complain of? When therefore 
they are told, © That they ought to have Weſt-· India 
produce on as good terms as the Americans, now a 
foreign nation,” the fact icſelf is not fairly ſtated. 
It is neceſſary to obſerve too, that England is no 


Great-Brigain receives no part of them; 


longer at the expence of maintaining a fleet for the 
protection of the commerce of America. Does 
Ireland expect that Great-Britain is to ſupport the 
whole burthen of naval defence for both king- 


| doms, beſides the load of debt contracted for both, 


and will the people of Ireland contribute in no re- 


ſpect to her relief? Men who have acted fo bravely 
3 as the Iriſh; will not argue ſo ungenerouſly. 


T have thus briefly, but I truſt ſatisfactorily, 


obviated the principal objections and arguments 
that have been eloquently urged, both in parlia- 
: : ment and from the preſs, againſt the revival of a 
commercial intercourſe between our Weſt-India 
iſlands and the United States of America, on terms 
of equal freedom and advantage. 
burt little trouble, for none of them were of deep 


Ir kas coſt me 


and difficult conſideration, and the ſubje& did not 
require me to enter more fully and at large into that 
great ſyſtem of general policy, which it will ſpeedily 

F demand 


demand the cloſeſt inveſtigation on the part ff 
Great- Britain (aided by temperate councils, un- 5 
contaminated by party, and unbiaſſed by reſent. 
ment) to arrange and eſtabliſh on a ſolid and prof. 
perous footing. Of that general ſyſtem, however,, 
the commerce of which I treat, conſtitutes a very þ 
eſſential part, and by conſidering it ſeparately and 
diſtinctly, I flatter myſelf that I have enabled the? 
reader to form a clearer notion of its nature, and £: 
a more accurate eſtimate of its value, than other- 
wiſe he might have done. With a few miſcella- 
neous obſervations, therefore, that Occur to me, [ 
ſhall diſmiſs che ſubject. ; | 
It has been remarked, that the navigation from 
Canada is obſtructed fix months in the year. by the 
ice. It ſhould alſo have been obſerved, that the | 
hurricane months in the Weſt-Indies occupy great 
Part of the time in which the river St. Lawrence 
is opta. How caſual, how uncertain, therefore, 
muſt, be any ſupply from thence for the uſc of the 


planters in the Weſt-Indies, even if Canada had | [* 
people ſufficient to cut her lumber, and the means Ff 
of preparing her whrat into flour fit for the Weſt⸗ * 
India market, neither of which advantages ſhe pol- p 
ſeſſes at preſent. 1 doubt alſo, whether Canada 1 


(as now bounded) furniſhes that ſpecies of wood 
called white oak; the only material proper for 8 
containing rum. It is certain, that Nova-Scotia >, 
does not. This is a very ſtriking circumſtance; 4 


for next to the neceſſaries of life, wood, of which 
rum 


14 


rum puncheons are made, is the moſt important of 


ſupplies to the Weſt-Iadies, as I have already de- 


monſtrated, and the want of it affords an additional 
> reaſon for placing very ge 8 on either 
ol thoſe ill-fated provinces * 


The papers, which ! ſhall ſabjoin | in an Appen- 


3 | ix, have anticipated in part an obſervation wherein 


our humanity, as well as policy, is more intereſted 
than in any other. Ic ariſes from the dreadful con- 

| ee which a few years ago reduced the large 
.and opulent emporium of Jamaica to aſhes, and 
the ſtil] more dreadful hurricanes, in which the 
angel of deſolation vilited in his wrath great part 
of that extenſive country, and the whole of ſome 
of the iſlands to windward. —Ever ſince thoſe ca- 
lamities, the ſuffering inhabitants have relided in 


miſerable hovels, by no means a ſufficient defence 


f againſt the autumnal ſeaſons, in confident expec- 


tation that the return of peace would enable 


them to procure materials for repairing their 
: dwelling houles, and the re-eſtabliſhment of their 
| mills and manufaRorics ; and accordingly America, 
in the very ficſt moment of reconciliation, haſtened 
to their relief, How gricvous then is their diſap- 
pointment | yet this is but a very ſmall part of 


Ihe evil, It has been ſhewn in the ſtate of the 


* Beich from England has ſerved to make ſugar hogſheads, 


bat will not anſwer for cum; nor any wood that 1 am ac- 
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imports from North America, that the article of | 
ſalted fiſh (viz. cod, mackrell and ſhad) to the 
incredible mount of 1 50,000 quintals, and 30, ooo 
barrels, conſtit ted part of their annual conſump. | 


tion, It grieve: mc to ſay, that this, and herring 


from Ireland, made the only animal food of the 


poor negroes. By the late proclamation, the fu. 


ture import of ſalted fiſh from the United State; 
is not permitted even in Britiſh veſſels, As it is, 


impoſſible that Ireland alone, or conjointly with 


the fiſheries of St. John's and Nova Scotia, in theit 


preſent ſtate, can ſupply the deficiency, infatua- 
tion muſt have crept into our councils, Is it not 


enough that ruin will overtake the unoffending 
planter ;—muſt the moſt wretched of all the chil. 


dren of affliction, his miſerable ſlaves, alſo * 


victims to our vengeance? 
It was remarked, by Mr. Walker, in that ad- 


mirable chain of evidence delivered by him, in| 
1775, to an unatrending and unfeeling Houſe of 


Commons, that © it is in trade, as in the human 


body, nothing ſuffers Gngely by itſelf; there is Þ 
2 conlent of parts in the ſyſtem of both, apd 


cc 


* 


_ ++ rhe partial evil ſoon grows into univerſal m1l- 
chief.“ At preſent I ſhall confine the applica- 
tion of this remark to the African trade, De- 


bs ©. 
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prived of the means of procuring ſuſtenance for the] 


flaves they already poſſeſs, it can hardly be ſup- Þ* 


poted thar the planters will think of purchaling 
others, In lamenting this circumſtance, I ſpeak 
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now, merely as a merchant or ſtockholder, me- 
ditating on the preſent, and probably future, ſta- 
bility of the revenues of Great Britain; to which 
the African trade is doubtleſs of conſiderable im- 
portance. As a man, and a Chriſtian, I hope I 
ſhall live to ſee the day (though a ſugar planter 
myſelf) when this abominable traffic will be pro- 
hibited. I think I can clearly prove, that even 
the welfare of the planter concurs with the honor 
of government, and the intereſt of humanity, in 
wiſhing its total abolition. At preſent, the ſyſ- 
tem of Great Britain towards her few remaining 


_ colonies, is a ſyſtem unexampled in the annals of 
mankind.— It is war, under the name of peace, 


againſt the moſt valuable of her plantations, who 
have not only given her no provocation, but whoſe 
welfare ſhe knows and acknowledges to be the ſup- 
port of our own empire. Well, therefore, may 
the planters complain, that “ they are ſuffering 
without blame, and incurring all the effects of re- 
ſentment, without the ſlighteſt imputation on their 
obedience 5.“ 

Whatever may be thought of the paſt or pre- 
ſent conduct of America towards this country, the 
peaceful and loyal inhabitants of the Weſt India 
iſlands are void of offence, Is it then conſiſtent 
with policy, religion, or humanity, to deſtroy the 
innocent, becauſe their deſtruction may operate 


Petition from the aſſembly of Barhadoes to the King. 
| | eventually 


1 
eventually as a puniſhment to the guilty ; and are 
500,c00 perſons to be ſtarved, and a property of 
50 million to be rendered unprofitable and preca- 


rious, that America may loſe the advantage of 
ſelling them food and neceſſaries? Policy, religion, 


and humanity, reprobate the idea ! 7 
To conglude : In private life, it is not the man 


who is injured z but he that gives the injury, that 


leldom forgives. This, however, is the peculiar 
characteriſtic of bale and ignoble minds; for ſuch 
only are guilty of unprovoked and premeditated 


miſchief, Miſtake, indeed, is the ict of our na. 


ture, and the wiſeſt and greateſt of men are not 
exempted from it; but conviction on ſuch minds 
produces, not malignity or revenge, but acknow. 
ledgment and reparation, When unretracted er- 
ror hardens into obſtinacy, and diſappointed am- 
bition is degraded into malice—theſe are ſigns of 
a fatal degeneracy; of a conduct not merely er- 
roneous, but proceeding from principles depraved 
and corrupt, It is with communities as with in- 
dividuals. Woe were once a people renowned for 
generoſity and magnanimity. To the preſervation 
of that character, exemption from error never was 
ſuppoſed immutavly neceſſary, Our public con- 
duct has indeed been dreadtully fallible, and we 
have much to anſwer for, and much to repair :— 
but, if public virtue be not wholly gone from us, 
if we ſtill wiſh to be venerable among the nations 
_of rhe earth, let us, above all things, diſcard, in 

| | 7:5 MP 
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the fulneſs of diſdain, that low vindictive principle 


of womanly reſentment, which incites to ſecret 
malignity and revenge, when open and avowed 
hoſtility has failed of its purpoſe. Surely we are 
at this time ſufficiently humbled, both in our owa 
eyes and that of the world, to learn a leſſon from 
the ſchool of affliction. If misfortunes like ours» 
will not teach us wiſdom, we are indeed a devoted 


people, and fate has fixed her ſeal upon our 


ruin! 


A PP E N- 
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At a Committee of the Weſl- India Planters 
and Merchants, held the 11th of April, 
1783, in purſuance of the unanimous reſo— 
lution and appointment of a general meeting 


\ expreſsly called for that purpoſe : 


RESOLVED unanimouſly, that the following 
REPRESENTATION be made to his Ma- 
JESTY'S Miniſters, viz. 


6 & HAT the proprietors of Eſtates in the 
ſugar colonies have been put to ſuch enor- 
mous expences for their defence during the late 
war, and for procuring even the inſufficient fup- 
plics they have been able to obtain of lumber and 
other American produce, and have been during 
the ſame period viſited with ſo many natural cala- 
mities, that their Gtuation is become truly diftre!s- 
ful, and loudly calls for attention to every poſſible 
means of ſupporting them, and, with them the 
© manu- 
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manufactures, commerce, navigation, and reve. 


nue of the mother country, under burthens which 


endanger their utter ruin. 
It is wich the greateſt reluctance they make 
any repreſentation concerning the very heavy and 


9 


2 
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3 
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oppreſiive duties impoſed on the ſtaple article; 
of their produce by Parliament, being truly ſen. 
ſible of the urgency of the public neceſſities, and 


ſincerely ready to make every exertion for ſup-F 
porting their ſhare of them; but if ſuch duties ate 


impoſed as muſt greatly leſſen the conſumption, 
whilſt they proportionably increaſe the temptatior 
to ſmuggling, the proſpect of revenue will be de. 
teated, and the ſugar colonies rvincd in vain, 
Such it is greatly feared will be the operation i 
the increaſed duties upon ſugar and rum. Thoſ: 
on rum have operated in a great meaſure as 4. 


Prohibition to the importation from the Leeward} 
Iſlands. Thole on ſugar have been nearly doubled 


in the courſe of the laſt war; and, conſidering þ 
bout t 


that the greateſt part of the ſugar is refined be- 


fore conſumption, the duties thereon are duties] 


upon a raw material of manufacture, falling vailly 
| heavier upon the ſubſtance conſumed, becauſe ot 
the great waſte in refining. The advance of mo- 
ney required for payment of the duty inſtantly on 


landing aggravates its weight upon the planter; | 


9 88 
and upon the whole, it is apppehended that no 


ſimilar object of taxation has, under the preſſure 
of the ſame public neceſſities, been dealt with 40 
hardly 4 


* hard! 
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ve... | hardly „ whilſt few, it any of them from their 
lick | connection with the molt effential intereſts of this 
commercial country, ſtand ſo well entitled to a 
ake favourable attention. A relief from theſe duties 
and] may therefore become indiſpenſably neceſſary; and 
cles ſuch neceſſity can in the opinion of the committee 
be in no way prevented, but by the utmoſt af- 
and! ſiſtance being given, to the ſupply of the ſugar 
up- colonies with the articles they ſtand in need df © 
arc. and to the encouragement of the cultivation of 
jon, other articles of their growth; together with the 
tion Moſt vigorous exertion of every means whereby 
de. ſmuggling may be prevented, and foreign produce 
ain. Kept from being introduced ro conſumption in 
a of Thele Kingdoms inſtead of our own. 

noſe The 2 of the United States of America, 
38 2. and his Majeſty's ſugar colonies, having been 


ward: Fettled in the expreſs view of ſupplying each others 


99 


ſen- 


leg wants, it cannot be expected that the ſugar colo. 
ring þ Pies can ſubſiſt, in any degree of proſperity, with- 
ba bout thoſe ſupplies of lumber and proviſions from 
ies America at the cheapeſt rate, in contemplation of 
ty hich they were fo ſettled, or without the con- 
- of | Jumption in North America of their produce in 


mo- teturn; and, although the excluſive right to that 
„on] conſumption is no more, yet, under a juſt and 
ter; reœaſonable attention to mutual intereits, the com- 
0 mittee entertain no douht but ſuch a ſhare of the 
Ture American trade may be preſerved to the jugar co- 
\ {o | Jonies as will greatly tend to their ſupporr, and, 
ly; | upon 


255 


1 J | A 
upon every principle of true policy, and Proper | | & 
regard to the views and purpoſes of rival nations, 1 
be highly deſerving of the utmoſt countenance | * 
and aſſiſtance from the mother country. To this!“ 
intercourſe, the committee apprehend, the pet. 
miſſion of American ſhips, as heretofore, freely 
to bring the produce of the dominions of the Un- 
ted States to the ſugar colonies, and take back 
our produce in return, is ſo obvioifly effential, 
that they need not adduce any farther arguments 
in ſupport of that propoſition. 

In ſeveral of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies ther: 


A. 4. 1 od Ry | 


are {till great tracts of uncultivated land, of which, re 
although a conſiderable part, would undoubtedly, es 
under adequate encouragement, be ſettled with m 
ſugar works, yet there will remain conſiderable, in; 


quantities which, from ſoil or ſituation, are unfit pe 
for the culture of ſugar, though very fit for that! 


of indigo, coffre, cocoa, and tobacco, if proper. . on 
encouragement were given thereto; and ſuch cul- pr. 
tivation would at the ſame time afford the means, m 
of ſubſiſtence to great numbers of loyal American rev 
and others, whoſe property is not ſufficient for | of 
the ſettlement of a ſugar plantation, and would the 
greatly increale the internal ſtrength of the ſugu : 
colonies. For theſe ſalutary purpoſes, it is ſub-] lau 
mitted whether the bounty of 4d. per pound, ſon 
which only expired laſt year, ſhould nbt be rev. the 
ved, upon the :mportation of indigo of the growt! me 
of his Majeſty's ſugar colonies, and the duties oof BO 


coffre 
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coffee and cocoa be in 1 regt meaſure taken off. 
Thoſe on coffee, in particular, operate almoſt as a 
prohibition on the legal conſumption, ſeeing that, 
notwithſtanding their enormous rate, they only pro- 
duce about 7 or 8000], per annum to the revenue, 
whilſt it is evident that very great quantities of 
coffee are conſumed in theſe kingdoms, to the en- 
courage ment of the general practice of Imuggling, 
and the ſupport of the French Weſt-India Iſlands 
by the confumption of their produce. By an ex- 
periment upon this article, therefore, the revenue 


can hazard little, and the committee molt earneſtly 


recommend it, in the firm perſuaſion that if the 
exciſe were wholly taken off, and that, upon pay - 
ment of a moderate duty of cuſtoms upon land- 
ing, to be drawn back on exportation, coffee were 
permitted to be conſumed free from all farther 
reſtraint, a very {mall duty thereon would nor 


only produce more revenue than is produced at 


prelent from the commodity itſelf, but, would 
materially aid the conſumption of ſugar, and the 
revenue ariſing therefrom. A ſimilar regulation 
of the duty on cocoa would, it is hoped, produce 
the like effects. 


Among the defects of the preſent ſyſtem of 


Jaws againit ſmuggling, it is ſubmitted whether 


ſome ot the moſt ſtriking and conſiderable are not, 
the permitting veſſels ſeized to return to their for- 
mer employment; the want of puniſhments ſuited 
to the enormity of the crime, to be inflicted on 

ſuch 
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ſuch revenue officers as are either corruptly .con- | ; 
4 i: 


cerned in ſmuggling or in colluſive ſeizuſ es, or f th 
wilfully and knowingly coanive at them; and the at 
permitting commodities ſeized to be fold for home an 
conſumption free of duty. Under this practice, co 
Every attempt made to {mug gc, muſt of neceſſity 2 br 
produce all the evi! to the ſtate, which its ſucceſs an 
could produce; and the only queition is, whether ex 
the ſmuggler or the cuſtom houle officer hall xe 
reap the benefit; for by the one or the other of trie 
them the commodity is with certainty brought pa 
into conſumption, free of duty, whillt the ſale pe 
thereof upon the ſra coaſt at the fame time, affords pc 
the means ct covering, by permits, the fraudulent ric 
conveyance of vaſtly greater quantities of ſmuggled thi 
goods than cou'd be fo covered if thoſe ſales did | lea 
not afford the pretence,. Ir 1 E therefore conceived, | ane 
that the abolition of this practice, and the tale of | ane 
all ſcizures fer exportation only, under the uſual tec 
ſecurities, is become ehential tothe ſupport of our 
own colonies, under the load of duties with which tha 
the confumption of their produce in theſe king- ſug 
dos is burthoned, ; the 
Every delay, ariſing from the forms of the cuſ- [ 
tom-houſc, and rae 8 8 08 of the ipace in for. 
- which buſineſs is require to be done, increaſes dee 
the opportunities, not only of defrauding the re- prel 
venue by Imugeiing, but robbing the 1mporter mol 
by pilfering the commodity on which the duty is fitu 


payable, In this view, as well as in many others, | that 
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it would be highly ſalutary, to aboliſh holidays at 
the cuſtom- houſe to the degree that they ſtand 
aboliſhed at the treaſury, admiralty, navy-ofhce, 
and other great efficient boards of buſineſs; to 
conſolidate the ſeveral perplexed and intricate 
branches of dutirs and drawbacks into one duty 
and one drawback on cach commodity ; and to 
extend the public quays of London, and no longer 
require the commerce of the metropolis to be car- 
ried on in leſs {pace than is allowed at the princi- 


pal out-ports,. and in fo crowded a way, as wholly 
' precludes an effectual care of the commodities im- 


ported, and encourages villany of all denomina- 
tions among the labouring g people employed about 


them. And on all theſe topics the Commitee beg 
leave to obſerve, that the intereſts of government, 


and of the planter and fair trader, fully coincide, 
and no regulation can ſerve the one without * 


tecting the other. 


The Committee farther beg leave to repreſent, 


that the tares, allowed at the cultom-houſe on 
ſugats imported, require reviſion, being leſs than 
the real weight of the packages. 


Under all the circumſtances hertin before ſe: 


forth, the Weſt-India planters and. merchants 
dcem it their indiſpenſable duty to make this re- 
preſentation to his Majeſty's miniſters, and in the 
molt earneſt manner to entreat, that their true 
ſtituation may be ſubmitted to his Majeſty, and 
that, on due conſideration thereof, ſuch meaſures 


may 
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may be ſuggeſted, and purſued, as ſhall appear 


belt calculated to promote purpoſes ſo eſſential to 
the general welfare, * 


AMAICA, @ 
10155 JaGO DE LA ves | May 30, 1783. 


To his Excellency ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, Eſquire, 
Captain-General, Governor and Commander in 


Chief, in and over this bis Majeſty's Iſland of Ja. 


maica, and other the Territories thereon depending | 
in America, Chancellor and Vice- Admiral of the 


ſame, 


The Humble Addreſs of the Grand Inqueſt | 
of the County of M1DDLESEx. 


W 


thoſe natural conſeq uences of the ineſtimable blei- 


ſing of peace. 
We have every well- grounded hope, that a 


peace, which is profeſſed to be eſtabliſhed upon 


the liberal principles of equity and reciprocity, 


will be permanent, and univerſally beneficial. 
We are induced, from the higheſt authority, do 


expect that a mutual and ſatisfactory intercourſe, | 
between 


E his Majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, þ 
the Grand Inqueſt of the County af Mid- 
dleſex, beg leave to addreſs your excellency, with 
ſentiments expreſſive of the fincereſt ſatisfaftion, Þ; 
on the proſpect of ſecurity and extenſive commerce, | 


to {u} 


quire. 


much 


can 2 


abunc 
| branc 
of the 


any ri 


ar 


4 ; | 
4 
5 


undergone a partial and temporary repair. 


abundance. 
branch of commerce, ſo beneficial to the ſubjects 
of the Britiſh empire, will not be impeded, or in 
any reſpect obſtructed, in its commencement in 
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Lene the empire of Great Britain and the United 
States of America, will be eſtabliſhed on the broad- 


eſt baſis; and we cannot but flatter ourſelves that 
we ſhall be ſpeedily relieved from thoſe diſtreſſes, 


to which our local ſituation has more peculiarly 
expoſed us, in addition to the burthen and ex- 


pences of repeated martial laws, and encreaſing 


taxes, during the courſe of the late war. It is 
within your Excellcncy's recollection that the town 
of Kingſton has becn in a great meaſure deſtroyed 
by a tremendous conflagration; that the whole 
colony was injured, and the Leeward pariſhes, 
nearly deſolated, by two molt fatal hurricanes— 
From the ſcarcity of lumber, and other neceſlaries, 
many valuable warehouſes and ſtores of the moſt 
geſpectable merchants; the works and other build- 
1 5 of the uſeful and induſtrious ſugar planters, 


have remained to this hour in a ſtate of ruin, ar 


{for the mere purpoſe of preſent exigency) have 
With 
the moſt heartfelt ſatisfaction, we have ſeen the 
earlieſt diſpoſition, on the parts of the Americans, 


to ſupply us with thoſe articles which we moſt te- 


quired, on which the exiſtence of our ſugar-works 


much depend, and which no quarter of the globe 


can afford with equal diſpatch, certainty, and 
We cannot but hope, fir, that a 


14 this 


E 
this country, where it ought to be more eſpecialhÞ 
encouraged, We cannot, fir, repreſs our une“ 
neſs, at being informed that this intercourſe | 
| threatened with a check, in its very infancy, fro 
difficulties ariſing in clearing out American veſkÞ 
We implore your Excellency's interference to u 
move aay delays or impediment that may ha 
ariſen; and that you will be pleaſed to direct, th; 
every encouragement and diſpatch may be affor; 
ed to the citizens and veſſels of the United Star 
of America: we ſhall otherwiſe ſee, with a regt 
bordering upon deſpair, the trade of that con: 
nent directed into the channel of our natural et 
mies, and the enlivening gleam of returning co tf 
ciliation and fœderal union obſcured perhaps f 
ever! Thus, fir, we ſubmit to you, that ever 
principle of policy and humanity operate in {up 
port of this application; and we entertain but liþ? 
tle doubt that che intercourie bill, now depend 7 
in the Britiſn parliament, will warrant your b xc:Þ 7 
lency in granting our petition in its utmoſt exten 
We cannot conclude without aſſuring your i xcc| 


{up 
lency, that we apply with the more confiderich © P 
upon this occaſion, to a governor, who, (it is bu © "Is 


juſtice to acknowledge) has ever, in the courle d 
his adminiitration, through a long period of accu: 
mulated difficulties and diſtreſſes, created a genc: 
ral reſpe&t from a generous, diſintereſted line dp? | 
conduct; and impreſſed an univerſal confcioutnclÞ * 


of a perfect diſpoſition to promote every meal. 
. tha! 


L 1 
chat might moſt effectually enſure the welfare and 
intereſt of the colony he preſides over. 
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His EXCELLENCYs ANSWER. 


Gentlemen, | 
I RECEIVE your addreſs with much ſatisfac- 
tion, and fincerely congratulate you on the peace; 
Zan event intereſting to humanity, and from which 
* hope this iſland will reap the moſt ſalutary ad- 


rege 

8 vantages. 5 

0 a * 5% 
: " * Convinced that a mutual and by intercourſe 
1 ent 


between the Britiſh empire and the United States 
1 of America, would ſoon be eſtabliſned on the moſt 
liberal principles, and be productive of beneficial 
: conſequences t9 the merchants and planters of Ja- 
* maica, I had anticipated your wiſhes as early as 
the 10th of April, by directing the officers of 
his Majeſty's cuſtoms at Kingſton, to give every 
| & z encouragement to American veſſels entering the 
ports of this iſland; and for the more effect ual 
| ſupport of theſe inſtructions, I ſummoned the 
Council to meet on the 3d of this month, per- 
; ſuaded that they will unite with me, in adopting: 
* lome temporary expedient to remove the obſtruc- 
LY tions that are in the way of our trade with the 
_ United States of America, until full au:hority is 

. þ © received from England. 
ulnchþ7 — = 
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My warmeſt acknowledgments are due to you 
for the very favourable opinion you are pleaſed to 


very intcreſting period of the war; the difficultie 
of which were, however, greatly leſſened by th; 


of the iſland. 
community, I ſhall ſincerely rejoice in every op 


utmoſt of my power. 
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_ expreſs of my conduct in this government, at 


liberal ſupport I experienced from the gentleme: ; 
Having no wiſh ſeparate from the welfare of thi 


portunity of promoting the proſperity of it to the 
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To his Excellency AnxchIBALD CAMr BELL, Eſquire, 
Captain General and Governor of this his Majeſty's 
Iſland, Chancellor and Vice Admiral of the ſame, 
&c. 


The Memorial of the Cuſtos, Magiſtrates, and In- 
habitants of the Town of Kingſton. 


Humbly ſheweth, 


£ HAT ſince the concluſion of Peace, ſeveral 


4 
3 
© 

þ 


veſſels from the Independent States of Ame. 
rica have entered this port, with cargoes peculiarly 


adapted to give relief againſt the accumulated diſ- 


treſs and inconveniencies, in which war, ſtorms, 
floods, fire, and other public calamities, have in- 
volved not only the inhabitants of this town, 
but the Ifland at large. | 

That notwithſtanding theſe veſſels have been 
ſuffered by the officers of the cuſtoms to enter and 
diſcharge their cargoes, yet their not having re- 
ceived from his Majeſty's miniſters inſtructions on 
the buſineſs of clearing them out with ſuch pro- 
duce as they wiſh to take in return, they are de- 
tained, | | 


5 That 
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My warmeſt acknowledgments are due to you 

for the very favourable opinion you are pleaſed to 

. expreſs of my conduct in this government, at a 
very intcreſting period of the war; the difficultie; 
of which were, however, greatly leſſened by the 
} : liberal ſupport I experienced from the gentlemen 

| of the iſland. 

| 1 Having no wiſh ſeparate from the welfare of this 
14 community, I ſhall ſincerely rejoice in every op 


utmoſt of my power. 


portunity of promoting the proſperity of it to th 
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To his Excellency ArcaiBalLD CAMPBELL, Eſquire, 
Captain General and Governor of this his Majeſty's 
Iſland, Chancellor and Vice Admiral of the ſame, 
&c. 


1 The Memorial of the Cuſtos, Magiſtrates, and In- 


habitants of the Town of Kingſton. 


Humbly ſhewetb, 


HAT ſince the concluſion of Peace, ſeveral 

veſſels from the Independent States of Ame- 
rica have entered this port, with cargoes peculiarly 
adapted to give relief againſt the accumulated diſ- 


treſs and inconveniencies, in which war, ſtorms, 


floods, fire, and other public calamities, have in- 
volved not only the inhabitants of this town, 
but the Ifland at large. 

That notwithſtanding theſe veſſels have been | 
ſuffered by the officers of the cuſtoms to enter and 
diſcharge their cargoes, .yet their not having re- 
ceived from his Majeſty's miniſters inſtructions on 


the buſineſs of clearing them out with ſuch pro- 


duce as they wiſh to take in return, they are de- 


| tained, 


That 


W 
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That one veſſel is now actually loaded with the | 
produce of this iſland, which, if not permitted to | 


clear out, mult be relanded, and money given in 
its place, Your Memorialifts aver, that a longer 


delay will operate unfavourably in the re- eſtabliſn- 
ing an intercourſe between this iſland and Ame- 


rica; and your Memorialiſts are firmly of opinion, 


that the proſperity of this iſland much depends on | 


a free and open trade with that country. 


* 4 $66.” . * 
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Your Memorialiſts therefore humbly pray your 


Excellency to give luch relief in the premiſes as 
the caſe requires, 8 


His EXCELLENCY's ANSWER. 


Goentlemen, 


t HAVE great pleaſure in receiving . your 


address. | 
The happy conſequences that muſt refult to 
the Britiſh Empire” at large, and to this iſland in 
particular, from the encouragement of trade with 
the United States of North America, upon the 
moſt liberal and extenſive footing, were fo evident, 
that J had, as early as the 10th of April, directed 


the officers of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms in Kingſton, 


not to throw any. unneceſſary obſtruction in the 


way of ſuch commerce, but on the contrary, to 


afford it every poſſible encouragement. 
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To give more effect to thoſe inſtructions, and 
that our intercourſe with the American States 
ſhould not meet with any unneceſſary check in its 
infancy, J fummoned his Majeſty's Council to 
meet this day, in full perſuaſion that thoſe gen- 
tlemen will cheartully co-operate with me in adopt- 


ing proper mealures to remove, as far as may be, 
the difficulties which may occur in the way of this 


To 


trade, until we receive from England ſuch regu- 
lations as may be clabliſthed by the BritiſhParlia- 
ment. 
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